
 

  
 
    
 

  Bet Israel Bulletin 

 בית ישראל רבעון של 

הב י נ ת נ ב י  ת ר ו ס מ ה ת  ס נ כ ה ת   י

           Vol. No.  3              March 2018           Purim 5778  ח"עתש פורים: אדר  
 

 
 

 17:45בשעה  פברוארב 28ביום ד' 
 

 

     
Wednesday 28 February at 5:45pm 

 ÈÅÐÕ2018 
               

  

 

 

 

Thursday Morning 1 March at 8am:  Purim ï Shacharit & Megilla  

  08:00בשעה  וקריאת המגילה שחרית – :  פוריםבמרץ 1 חמישייום 
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Followed by 

songs and a Purim 
Shpiel,   homentaschen 

and drinks 

Please come in 
costume 

ËÇÊ ÔÃ¼È ¿ÅÊÁ  ÉÅÔÅÕ
 ÉÅÔÁÐÁ"ÈÅÐÕ", 

ËÊÀ ÅÌÂÁ¼Á ÀÊÃ ÀÅÖÕ 

˞ˮ ˸˷ˣ˲˥˸˟ ˞ˣ˟˪ 
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 מילות ברכה מברב בירנבאום
 

אז פורים שוב כאן וכל העולם מלא באזני המן במילויים שונים וטעימים. אגב, 
, שפירושו "הכיסים ן מקורם מעוגיות שנקראות ביידיש "המן טאשען"אזני המ

 של המן".
 

כמובן שחשיבות החג אינה נובעת מהעוגיות המשולשות, וגם לא מהמסיכות 
או או מהתחפושות, ואין זה משנה אם מדובר במלכת אסתר, המן הרשע, 

י זהו המקרה פורים היא אבן דרך בהיסטוריה היהודית כ .המלך אחשוורוש
 המן.  –הראשון שבו הוצג לעולם דגם לאנטישמיות. הממציא 

 
ה' בלבד ולא לראש ממשלת פרס. -המן כעס על מרדכי שהסכים להשתחוות ל

לכן רצה המן להתנקם לא רק במרדכי, אלא בכל עמו. וכך הוא אומר למלך 
, הם אינם פועלים על פי רצונות המלך "יש עם המפוזר בכל ממלכתך ובכל זאת נפרד מכל עמי הממלכה, דתם אחרת

 ויש במעשיהם יותר נזק מאשר תועלת והדבר הכי נכון יהיה להשמידם". והמלך מסכים לכך. 
 

הגורל שלנו נחתם. אך ככל שיום הדין שלנו מתקרב, מגיעה ההצלה הבלתי צפויה. המן הרשע נתלה ולמרדכי, אסתר 
 בחג פורים. –והעם היהודי יש סיבה לחגוג 

 
שנה תוכננה השמדת העם היהודי  2500 -ם אם לא כל הפרטים בסיפור נכונים מבחינה היסטורית, אין ספק שלפני כג

על ידי מושל רשע ואנו חוגגים ביום שבו ניצלנו. שמחתנו גדולה עוד יותר מאחר שבמהלך השנים הללו שוב ושוב היינו 
פו אותנו, שוב ושוב היינו על סף ייאוש... וגם כיום אנחנו מאויימים, מושפלים, נרדפים ונהרגים. העננים השחורים עט

מוקפים מכל עבר על ידי אויבים, שחלומם הוא לראות אותנו נעלמים מהעולם , כששוב בעלי ברית אינם באים 
הוא עזר לנו לצאת ממצבים קשים בעבר, צעד אחר -ברוך-לעזרנו. ובכל זאת, יש לנו אמונה בתוך לבנו שכפי שהקדוש

שנה, כך יהיה גם היום ומחר. הוא יהיה לצידנו כדי לחזק אותנו ולתמוך בנו, בעודנו מגיעים לעתיד  2500לפני צעד, 
 מזהיר ויצרני.

 
˸ˣ˧˥˞ˣ ˧˧˥˞ ˪˩˪ ˥ˬ˷ ˫˧˶ˣ˲ ˠ˥˧!!!!˫ˣ˵ˬ ˪˩˟ ˪˞˶˷˧ ˫˰˪ ,˧ 

 
˫ˣ˞˟ˮ˶˧˟ ˭˧ˣ˶˞ ˟˶ˢ 

 

From Rabbi Birnbaum: 
 
So Purim is coming once again and we are never out of sight of "Homentaschen" filled with jam, chocolate, 
poppy-seeds, and other mouth-watering stuff.  
 
Incidentally, the word "Homentaschen" means in Yiddish "pockets of Haman". The Hebrew word for the 
same delicacy is "Oznei Haman" meaning "the ears of Haman". Please don't ask me what the pockets or 
ears of Haman have to do with the festival, because I do not know. If anyone of our dear readers has an 
inkling or a theory, please share it with us. 
 
Of course, we all realize that the real significance of Purim is not in the triangularly shaped cookies. Neither 
is it in the ingenious masks, nor in the charming outfits of Queen Esther, wicked Haman, or gullible King 
Achashverosh. Purim is actually a milestone in Jewish history because for the first time a formula for anti-
semitism was presented to the world. Its inventor was Haman.  
 
Angry at Mordechai who would bow only to God and refuses to bow to the Prime Minister of Persia, Prime 
Minister Haman wants to take revenge not on Mordechai alone but on all of his people. Thus speaketh 
Haman to the king:  "Your majesty, there is in our midst a people dispersed among the nations in all the 
provinces of your kingdom, and yet separated from them, for their faith is different from that of all your 
subjects,  they do not live and act by the King's wishes, the King derives  more harm than profit from them, 
and the most fitting thing would be to destroy them". Lo and behold, the King agrees. 
 
Our fate is sealed. But as our day of doom approaches, from the clear blue comes our salvation. Wicked 
Haman winds up on the gallows and Mordechai, Esther and the Jewish People have cause to celebrate the 
festival of deliverance, Purim. Even if some details of the Purim story may not be historical, there is no 
doubt that around 2,500 years ago a wicked ruler planned our people's annihilation, and we celebrate on 



this joyous festival our great deliverance. Our joy is all the greater because in the course of 2,500 years we 
were threatened, humiliated, persecuted and decimated time and time again. With dark clouds enveloping 
us, we were repeatedly pushed to the brink of despair with not a glimmer of hope left for us on the horizon.  
 
And even today, we are surrounded on all sides by enemies whose dream is to see us wiped off the face of 
the globe, and no friends, near or far, coming to our aid. 
 
And yet, we have faith and we know deep down in our hearts, that as the Almighty has helped us step by 
step in our darkest moments those 2,500 years, so today too, and tomorrow, He will be on our side to 
strengthen and support us as we reach ever forward to a productive and glorious future. 
 

CHAG PURIM SAMEACH TO ALL MY SISTERS AND BROTHERS, 
TO ALL ‘AM YISRAEL’ EVERYWHERE!!! 
 
Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum  

:ӝӑөӪӚ ӫӚӒ ӑӚӪӡ ӝӪ ӖӡӘӝӖӪӟ 
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From the President s Desk 

Chag Purim Sameach, full of laughter and joy!! 
 
Let me take this opportunity to thank all the members of the Va’ad, to the BICA committee, to the 
Events Committee and to all the people who work hard all year long to bring us delicious 
kiddushim and delightful programs. 
 
Though we have had to bear with the losses of several of our dear friends over the past year, we 
have also been blessed with new members, some of whom have become already “pillars of the 
community”, hard workers with great ideas.  And they will be the first to tell you that, while it may 
entail work, it is this heightened participation in the preparation for events that brings people 
together and builds strong friendships. So tell all your friends and neighbors. And bring them to the 
Megilla reading and the Purim “shpiel” --- it’s free! 
 
Purim Sameach! 
Aron & Irit Krieser 
 
 

B>I>C>A> 
 
In ancient Persia, when the Purim story took place, our people were placed in mortal danger by the 
machinations of the hateful Haman who was bent on the total annihilation of the Jews. But, due to the good 
fortune and wisdom of Mordechai, who overheard the plot of Bigthan and Teresh to assassinate the king, 
he was able to foil the attempt by convincing Esther to take her life into her hands and approach 
Ahasuerus, the king, without having been summoned and to inform him of the imminent danger.   As the 



French saying goes – the more things change, the more they remain the same.  And it is once again from 
the modern Persia – Iran --- that the threat of our annihilation comes. Let us hope, and pray, that our 
leadership will be blessed with wisdom, as in days of old, to deal with the current threat. 
 
Meanwhile, in Bet Israel, we are looking forward to being together with the Bet Israel family and the families 
and children from the many activities that take place in our facilities, who will join us as the Megilla is read 
on Wednesday 28 February at 5:45pm. Please join us afterwards for a whacky Purim “Shpiel”, 
hamentashen and coffee and a sing-along. 
 
Kudos to Freda Sacharen for a supremely professional job in organizing and running the Shoppe, which 
continues to be an invaluable source of income for B.I.C.A. Many thanks to all who donate goods and 
purchase goods.  
 
We wish you all a joyous Purim and a happy and kosher Pessach 
BICA Vaôad 

 

Introducing one of our new members: Patricia OôNeill, new ñolahò from California: 

It is now 6 months since I arrived in 

Netanya from California.  I had been on several 

trips to Israel, the last one being over 10 years 

ago.  I had never thought about living in Israel, or 

overseas for that matter, until a friend said she 

was going to make aliyah.   A thought popped 

into my head and said, “Why not move to Israel 

for a year?! You are not doing anything in San 

Diego.”   

That was in the middle of 2016.  I spent 

the next year rearranging my life and waiting for 

my friends to decide when they would go to 

Israel.  I needed the year to go through my 

belongings, donate items, put items in storage and put all legal communications on the internet.   I 

told everyone that I going to live in Israel for a year.   After a few months, they began to wonder 

when I would be going!  I finally left for Israel in August, 2017.  

I tried not to anticipate what it would be like living in Israel.   I got off the plane and it was 

hot and humid.  I knew about the summer heat but not the humidity!  All I saw on the way to 

Netanya was a crowded freeway: Was I in Los Angeles?   I noticed that there were “sanitations 

issues” in Israel on my last visit.  This did not prepare me for the litter on the streets nor for the 

number of people smoking.   I am Americanized and used to most people not smoking and to 

clean pavements: So, a cultural adjustment was needed. 

I adjusted and began to like living in Netanya.  After about a month, I decided to formally 

make aliyah.  I had been in contact with Nefesh BôNefesh and The Jewish Agency in Los Angeles 

and so was able to transfer my file to Nefesh BôNefesh in Jerusalem. The process went quite 

smoothly and took less time than I thought.   I became an Israeli citizen in October 2017.    

I love living in Israel and feel very comfortable here.  The hardest thing for me now is 

learning Hebrew!  I joined Bet Israel and recently started a Mah Jongg group, which meets weekly 

on Mondays at 1:30pm .  There are now about 14 women, but not everyone comes each week. 

About half of the women had not played the Chinese game, Mah Jongg before.   It is a fun and 

challenging game. So if you would like to learn, let me know --  058-5010838. 

I have also made it part of my regular schedule to come to the Bet Israel Morning Minyan, 

at least once a week. The Minyan starts at 8am sharp and lasts for about ¾ hour, after which we 

“schmooze” for a few minutes over coffee and a cookie: It’s a very pleasant way to start the day.  

So why not join us. 

Chanukah Sameach to you all, 

Patricia OôNeill. 

 



GENERAL FUND DONATIONS 
 
Donated by    In honor of 

Marian Burck Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg, condolences on the loss of your daughter, 
Marla Marom ז"ל 

Edith Garfinkle Mo Harvey, condolences on loss of your husband, Bernard Burg ז"ל 

Howie & Suzanne Goodman Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg, condolences on the loss of your daughter, 
Marla ז"ל  

Howie & Suzanne Goodman Irit Krieser, condolences on the loss of your father, Amos Guetta ז"ל 

Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg Irit Krieser, condolences on the loss of your father, Amos Guetta ז"ל 

Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg Mo Harvey, condolences on loss of your husband, Bernard Burg ז"ל 

Aida Miller Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg, condolences on the loss of your daughter, 
Marla Marom ז"ל 

Brian & Bernadine Nathan In memory of Lillian Korklin  ז"ל  Bernadine’s step-mother 

Freda Sacharen Mo Harvey, condolences on loss of your husband, Bernard Burg ז"ל 

Dvorah Toubi  In loving memory of my father, Morrie Levin ז"ל 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 
 
Donated by   In memory of 

Jackie Altman Father, Samuel Coffman לז"  

Marian Burck Beloved husband, Ken ז"ל 

Ida Lederman Ida Litman, Rachel Litman Bogomoletz & Leib Bogomoletz 

Alan & Marsha Stein Father, צמר בן אברהם ז"ל 

ALIYOT 
Brian Nathan 

TREE OF LIFE 
Rabbi Ervin & Hadassa Birnbaum --- 4 leaves, in memory of their parents, Elias & Marian 

Birnbaum, and Charles and Ida Halperin 

KIDDUSHIM 
Lenore Levin, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Yael Toubi 

 
PLAQUE 

Lenore Levin, in loving memory of her husband, Morrie Levin ז"ל 
 

PARUSH SUKKAH 
Debby Parush 

 
BICA KIDDUSHIM 

Lenore Levin, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter, Yael Toubi 

Allan & Lucy Tobias, celebrating Allan’s birthday 

Lillian Rosenthal, in memory of Leslie Alexander ז"ל 

Lenore Levin, in memory of Morrie Levin ז"ל 
 

FREDA’S “SHOPPEE” --  open Mondays 9am-12 noon 

Many thanks from us all in BICA to Freda Sacharen for her untiring efforts – not to mention her 
impeccable good taste – in the way she runs the gift shop. Her support for BICA’s fund-raising 

efforts are invaluable.  Yashar Koach, Freda!! 
 

 

  



 

 

Bet Israel’s Tree of Life 
 

We are indebted to Bernie Burg ז"ל for creating the 
beautiful Tree of Life, which hangs between the 
doors at the entrance to the sanctuary. Now we all 
have a way to commemorate the living, whether it 
be loved ones, family or friends, or special events 
in our lives. The cost is modest:  NIS150 per leaf. 
 
To order, please fill in the form, PRINT CLEARLY 
PLEASE, and include your check made out to “Bet 
Israel”, and send it to: 
Bet Israel, POB437,  4210300 Netanya, Israel.  
 
My name:     ________________________  
     
My email address: ________________________  

Tel #: ______________    My mailing address: ________________________________________ 
 

I would like to order _____ “leaves”, with the following inscriptions (see sample inscriptions below.)    
PLEASE NOTE: Maximum number of characters around the edge – 18. Max. # across middle – 9 

 
Text: 

1  

2  

3  

 

Cost per leaf:  150 shekels Total cost:  Please find my check enclosed. 
 
 
Samples: 

 
     

The only thing that you can be certain of these days is 

uncertainty- that's why we all need Assurance and Insurance 
We offer the most competitive rates, whether it's your apartment, car, health, disablement, life, 

personal accident  or travel, hearing aid or laptop computer, if you fear the consequences of a burst 

pipe, earthquakes or natural disasters, Shipony are here right on hand to cater for your every need. 

We offer highly competitive rates for travel Insurance without age limit. Personal accident cover up 

to age 75. All in one diagnosis service including cancer for any age. Transplants and Medications not 

included in the basket. 

You have the advantage of our dedicated English-speaking representative's personal service, who 

will visit you in your own home to help with any problems that may arise. 

CALL ANTHONY ON 0544 231386,   E-MAIL SHIPOAM@GMAIL.COM 

OR FAX 073 271 3170 

For a caring and personal service at all times. 

        The Managers and staff at Shipony wish all of our clients a Shana Tova -   

                   a year  of health, peace and prosperity  

SHIPONY INSURANCE AGENCY LTD  

24 SHMUEL HANATZIV, NETANYA    09-8629595 

mailto:SHIPOAM@GMAIL.COM
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