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Chanukah 5779

חנוכה

כסלו תשע"ט

Sunday 9 December 2018 at 4:30pm
Join us in the Dobkin Social Hall at Bet Israel
as we light the 8th Chanukah Candle
(bring your chanukiyah from home and let’s all light
together)
Entertainment by the Shearim
Children’s Choir & dance group:

sing-along of all your favorite
Chanukah songs in Yiddish, Hebrew,
Russian and English
Sufganiyot & hot drinks

Adults

20

Shekels Children FREE
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Hannuka 5779

We Shall Not Falter

The festival of Hannuka celebrates the victory of the Maccbees over the forces that tried to
undermine Judaism. These forces were known by the collective name of Hellenism which two
thousand years ago was the accepted outlook on life of most of civilized humanity.
 The Hellenists were many in number and the Jews were few.
 The Hellenists were backed by enormous power while the
Jews were weak and
without weapons.
 The Hellenists exalted in the beauty of their art, sculpture and architecture
while the Jews had only the beauty of simplicity.
 The Hellenists had a highly trained professional army and expert military
leaders; the Jews had neither.
Yet the few defeated the many, the weak overcame the strong and the simple triumphed over the
sophisticated.
As in the days of old, so today: We the Jewish People – though only a drop in the ocean of
humanity – shall triumph and overcome, for we are fired by the same resolution that propelled the
Maccabees:
 We know our right to survive.
 We know our fight to our homeland.
 We are determined to stand up to the pressure of our enemies.
 We are ready to voice our pride in our people, culture and tradition.
 We are ready to sacrifice for our belief.
The descendants of the Maccabees are here today, whereas Hellenism and the Hellenists are but
relics of the past, covered by the dust of antiquity.
Similarly, our descendents shall glorify Judaism and the Jewish People an thousand years hence
– when our enemies will only be dimly remembered in history books.
Happy Hannuka!
Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum

:משולחנו של הנשיא
! חג אורים שמח
אם חווית ההבדלה וכל הפעילויות המתקיימות בבית ישראל אנו עדיין זקוקים לחברים חדשים כדי להמשיך לתפעל את בית
.בת מצווה בבית כנסת שלנו/ קווינו לרבנית חדשה שתוכל למשוך בני מצווה עם משפחותיהם לקיים את טקס בר.ישראל
 ואני מקווה שעד לגיליון של פורים, אנחנו לא הרמנו ידיים, למרות העיקוב.אם זה יקרה זה יכול למנף את הקהילה שלנו
.אני אוכל לבשר לכם על התקדמות בנושא
 כדי, לפחות פעם אחד בשבועה, ולבקש מכולכם לצרף אליהם,ברצוני להודות לכל החברים המגיעים כל בוקר לתפילות
 ולכן כולנו אחראים על המשיך, כולנו צריכים את המניין לפעמים, הרי.שנוכל להמשיך את הפעילה המבורכת הזאת
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.פעילותו
 וכמובן בוריס איש,ה הנפלאות אשר עוזרות בקידושים.ק.י. כולל נשות ב,לכל הצוות בשבתות ובאירועים מיוחדים
 להדסה ולכל המשפחה, תודה מיוחדת לרב ארווין בירנבאום. אני מאחל בריאות טובה ותודה מקרב לב,האחזקה שלנו
. בשביל כל תרומתם לבית ישראל,הנפלאה שלהם
 קרוב או שכן נוכל להגדיל את מספר, תזכרו! אם כל אחד מאיתנו יעשה מאמץ וינסה לגייס חבר:אחרון אחרון חביב
..החברים וזה יעשה את כל השינוי לעתיד בית ישראל
 מאכלים לכם, רעיתי אירית ומשפחתי,אני
!!! בריאות וחג אורים שמח
אהרון קריזר

From the President’s desk:
Dear Friends,
In spite of all the wonderful programs and activities at Bet Israel, such as the ongoing monthly
“Chavayat Havdalah” on Saturday evenings, we still need to try to find new members for the sake
of Bet Israel’s future.
When I last wrote (see Bet Israel Rosh Hashanna Bulletin 5779), we were looking forward to
greeting our new rabbi, who would work on outreach to bring in Bar-&-Bat Mitzvahs to Bet Israel.
In spite of the delay, we are pushing forward with a program to attract 11- and 12-year-old girls for
a preparatory class for Bat Mitzvah, which should take place weekly and last for several months,
after which there would be either a group ceremony or, or they so wished, each one could have
her own special day. I look forward to being able to report on progress in this endeavor by the
Purim issue of the bulletin.
My sincere thanks go to the regular “minyanaires”, and I ask, once again, that each of you who is
able to join them --- please make the effort. We are justly proud of the fact that we are one of the
few Masorti congregations with a daily Shacharit service. So choose a day of the week, and make
it a regular habit to come to Bet Israel at 8am, and stay for a coffee-and-cookie afterwards.
As always, we wish Rabbi Birnbaum and Hadassa, and all their wonderful family, good health and
‘nachus’. To all the volunteers for the kiddushim and special events, our blessings for a Happy
Chanukah, and to our very own “McGyver”, Boris Sirota, we wish good health for him and all his
family.
And, last but definitely not least, talk to your friends about Bet Israel and see if you can bring them
in to our family, Bet Israel.
Chag Urim Sameach from myself, my wife Irit and all my family,
Aron Krieser
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GENERAL FUND
Donated by
Lyuba Agranat
Keren Bryant
Rosa Faivush
Anita & Fred Finkelman
Bob & Beth Footlik
Bob & Beth Footlik
Shashi Ishai
Claudja Khenkin
Sid & Nancy Kronenberg
Zohar & Meirav Mulli
Don & Myrna Silverberg

In honor of
In honor of Bet Israel
In honor of Bet Israel
In honor of Bet Israel
Shirley & Larry Hepner’s new granddaughter
In honor of Bet Israel
In honor of BICA & all the work for our beloved shul
In honor of Bet Israel
For my family’s good health
Hanne Radley & Family, condolence on loss of Howard ז"ל
Thanks for a delightful Bar Mitzvah experience for our son
The Birnbaum Family, with thanks for superb High Holiday
service
YAHRZEIT
Parents and husband, David ז"ל
Father Philip Koolik ז"ל

Jackie Altman
Moshe Koolik

Allan & Lucy Tobias
Andy Resnick
Gloria Scott
Yelena & Grigori Gubati
Mo Harvey
Howard & Suzanne
Goodman
Ida Chayat

YOM KIPPUR DONATION
Helena Merzon & Valery
Yehudit & Tomas Gero
Gurevich
Harvey & Sara Bordowitz
Eva Scher
Maya Milichan
Galina Maiseyev
Howard & Suzanne Goodman
Carmel Miller
Bob & Beth Footlik
Sonia Goldsmith
Natalie Guerin
Baruch & Edith Maor
Ludmilla Zeitzev

Claudja Khenkin

PLAQUES
Family Pandrick – in loving memory of Miriam Liptscher ז"ל

Millie Kaporovsky

BICA Calendars
Patricia Relf Helen Brawer

Shirley Fishman Naomi Levin

KIDDUSHIM
Aron & Irit Krieser – in honor of Irit’s birthday
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The A-Team --- Bet Israel’s wonderful gardeners
We are blessed!

Natalie Guerin (with her
Kumu (teacher) in Hawaii)

Natalie Guerin saw a need for the garden
outside the shul to be up-graded. And
without further ado, she took it upon
herself to weed and clean up. And then
she started adding new plants. And then
she took on the plants on the bima, (which
have been donated over the years by Don
Fred Finkelman
and Myrna Silverberg, Suzanne Goodman
and Hadassa Birnbaum), trimming and repotting to encourage new,
vibrant growth, and then adding new plants, her own donation (like
the ones she has added in the garden). And now she has recruited
Fred Finkelstein, he, too, an avid gardener, who has added even
more plants to the garden collection, giving even more color.

So the next time you enter the building take a moment or two to take pleasure in the renewed
garden, and enjoy Natalie’s and Fred’s handiwork. Yashar Koach!

An Astronomical Observation:
I love getting up and looking out at a blue-and-gold morning,
when the rain has washed the air clean and the sky looks
polished. Though I’ve been here now for more than 50 years,
having left the drizzle of Manchester, I never tire of it.
But the last week or so has been special. Nearly every night it
has rained, yet morning has dawned in brilliant sunshine. And
then the miracle! With the sun just above the horizon and at
just the right angle, the field behind my house, covered in the
dried husks of summer weeds, is awash in gleaming raindrops
of every possible color, putting to shame the too-too-solid
diamonds, rubies and sapphires of the crown jewels of
empire. Flocks of tiny birds cavort among the plants, causing them to jostle and glisten, the colors
ringing the changes through the rainbow as the sun’s rays are refracted anew.
I stand, transfixed by perfect beauty.
Sara Bordowitz
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Making Aliya: Anita and Fred Finkelman
Our aliya date was August 16, 2017, a very special day for us.
We came to Israel from Cincinnati, Ohio though this was not our
home, just a stop along the way. We married and had our children and
raised them in Rockville, Maryland, outside of Washington, D.C.
Fred is from NYC and I am from Texas. We met in New Haven,
Connecticut and married in Chevy Chase, Maryland. We have two
daughters, one of whom came to Israel to study at the Pardes Institute
in Jerusalem after completing a degree at Kenyon College in U.S. and
Oxford, and decided to make aliya. Later she completed a Masters
degree at the Hebrew University and then another degree in early
childhood education. She taught in a kindergarten in Jerusalem. She is married now and lives in
Eschar, a small community on top of a mountain ten minutes from Karmiel in the north of Israel.
Our other daughter made aliya 2 weeks after graduating from New York University. She
volunteered for the army and served in the IAF for a little over 18 months. She just got her medical
license last week, completing her medical education at Ben Gurion University in Be’er Sheva. She
loves the south—she lived in Ashkelon during the time she was in IAF, then in Sderot when the
first rockets were fired, then in Tel Aviv, which she did not like, and then she lived in Beersheva,
which she likes a lot. Currently she lives in Ashkelon to be near Barzilai Hospital where she is
training.
Both daughters made aliya about the same time and have been
Israelis for 18 years. So it was time for us to come— we were spending
too many nights wondering about them. We have been very active in
Reform Judaism over the years.
We chose Netanya after many trips (and we routinely came twice a
year; Anita would stay 6 weeks each trip; Fred 2 weeks). Anita has long
been associated with Ben Gurion University and serves as visiting faculty
in nursing, and continues with her writing now (nursing textbooks). Fred
has many colleagues in Israel also in science and medicine. We
considered many places to make our home and then decided on Netanya—we like the sea and
nature, the city and the mix of population is special to us, and it is just about half way between
where our two daughters live. So now we see them a lot on weekends—they come to us or we go
visit them. Car, train, bus—all can be used to get to them.
We have found transition to be relatively easy but think that the fact that we had 18 yrs. of
making trips (and about 3 trips before our daughters made Aliya) to get comfortable. We also
thank Nefesh B’Nefesh and their super help. We have found friends here and activities. Anita
tutored English at Ort Guttman this past school year and will continue next year and has signed up
for the Leket project (AACI) collecting food for the needy. Fred makes several trips a year to U.S.
as he still holds a faculty position in the U.S. and also makes trips to Europe for work-related
projects. We love our home, which we bought with the help of Israeli friends 9 months before
making aliya.
Anita & Fred Finkelman
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Havayat Havdala program:
Bet Israel will be completing the planned six Havayat Havdala programs with a final, festive
meet on Motzei Shabbat , 15 December at 7pm, when we will be hosting and honoring the ladies
of the Hadassah Hebrew-speaking organization of Netanya.
We have been funded by the Cincinnati Jewish Federation for six outreach programs, with
the goal of introducing ourselves to the larger Netanya Hebrew-speaking community. The first
three took place in April, May and June and, after a bread for the summer, the latter three were in
October and November, with this, the 15th of December closing this cycle.
Each program started on Motzei Shabbat with initial entertainment by Aitan Birnbaum and
his trio who performed songs from Jewish sources and a Havdala ceremony conducted by Rabbi
Irvin BIrnbaum. This was followed by a break for refreshments and then continued with a sing
along of Israeli favorites from past decades accompanied by accordionist, Nehama Elal.
Hosted by Bet Israel member MC Itzhik Efron, the evenings lasted about two hours and
drew over 100 people each time, most of whom have never been in our community center and
who know very little about the Masorti movement.
The outreach was both by word-of-mouth and by a full-page ad in local weekly Hebrew
“Hashavua BeNetanya”. Which is delivered free to all households in the city. All together this has
brought Hebrew-speaking Israelis into Bet Israel and we are hopeful that we can continue to offer
these programs into the coming year.
Jan Gaines

Events Committee:
It’s been a busy year: the Eilat Concert trip in January --- which, by popular demand, we are
repeating this year --- followed by the Film Festival – and again we are showing a series of films in
the spring or 2019 – and then, the piece de résistance, the Golan Tiyul in the fall.
So now we are again working hard to bring you great events for 2019:
 January 2 – 6, 2019: 5 days (4 nights) in Eilat at the Laguna Hotel Chamber Music Festival.
And this year we are arriving a day early to enjoy the festive opening concert – and all this
at a lower cost than last year. Hurry! The places are filling up rapidly, so get your
reservations in fast. Call Morrie 050-3506102, or Larry 058-6353117.
 The Winter 2019 Film Festival, with 6 great movies from January to April. For details
contact Sara in the office: 09-8624345, or send her an email at office@betisrael.org and
she’ll be happy to send you the flyer with full details.
And that’s just the beginning, so keep smiling and join us for a whale of a time.
Chag sameach
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