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חנוכה

Chanukah 5774

כסלו תשע"ד

Sunday 1 December 2013 at 5:30pm
Join us in the Dobkin Social Hall at Bet Israel
as we light the 5th Chanukah Candle

(bring your chanukiyah from home and let’s all light together)
Entertainment by Batya Fonda:
“Chanuka’s for Kids of ALL ages!” all

your favorite Chanuka songs.
Sufganiyot latkes & hot drinks

Admission: Adults 35 Shekels
Children (with adult) 10 shekels

Reservations please, to Bet Israel
Checks to “B.I.C.A.”

Bet Israel Masorti Congregation of Netanya
19 Yehuda Hanassi St.
P.O.Box 437, 42103 Netanya, Israel
Tel:09-862-4345 Fax: 09-882-5210

Email: office@betisrael.org Website: http://www.betisrael.org/

Office: Sun. -Thu. 8:30 a.m.- 2 p.m.
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Chanukka, as relevant today as throughout the ages
Why should the Jewish method of Brit Mila (circumcision) be forbidden? Well, many wise men in
Sweden, Germany, Denmark and a score of other countries will tell you without hesitation: Are you
mutilating yourself? To yourself you can do whatever you want, but not to another living being. In
the Brit you are mutilating a tiny little baby without getting his permission. You are acting like an
almighty despot, determining that a part of his delicate body be eliminated forever without a
shred of hope that it grow back. No, sir, that is heartless, unfair, and totally undemocratic. This is
an atrocity that must be stopped. When that innocent child will be old enough to answer for
himself whether he wants the procedure, you ask him and if he consents you proceed. Otherwise
the ritual is out -- out for good -- forbidden by law. No more mutilation -- no more barbaric
practices -- no more outmoded, bloody, autocratic, religious rituals sanctified by backward
methods of worshipping tyrannical gods whose terrifying power is rooted in insane fear.
Thus speak some wise men in modern democracies,
(1) turning a blind eye to the multitude of things done to an infant without his consent (from
cutting the umbilical cord, to injections of all sorts),
(2) rejecting the findings of medical science of impressively lower rates of AIDS, sexual diseases,
and more.
Our age is not the first one when the question of validating Brit Mila arose.




The Roman Emperor, Hadrian, outlawed Brit Mila in the wake of the Bar Kochba Revolt in
132 CE, when he was determined to uproot recalcitrant, rebellious Judaism, unwilling to
accept the rule of Rome.
In the year 168 BCE Antiochus IV, a Seleucid ruler from what is Syria today, erected a
statue of Zeus in our Temple in Jerusalem and forbade the practice of Judaism. Brit Mila
was strictly outlawed, all transgressors threatened by penalty of death.

Hadrian and Antiochus did not hide behind pretexts of human rights, allowing the child to make
an eventual mature decision. They wanted all their subjects to be one people. There should be no
distinction between a Hellenistic Greek (or Roman) and a Jew, and one of the most prominent
physical marks of distinction is Brit Mila. That ritual has to be banished for good -- they reasoned -- if
we want to rule the Jews and if we want them to be like all our other people.
The Jewish People understood the reasoning of the kings and decided to stand its ground. Brit
Mila became a testing ground of our people's ability to survive. Untold numbers faced death
rather than forgo the ancient ritual that dates back to Abraham. On the 15th day of Kislev 168
BCE a struggle began wherein a mere handful of devoted Jews, led by the Maccabbees faced
the enormous might of the Seleucid Empire. Antiochus IV threw his elite troops into battle against
the undermanned and scantily armed, but powerfully motivated Jews.
After three years of fighting, on the 25th day of Kislev 165 BCE Judah led his victorious troops in the
triumphant conquest of Jerusalem. It wasn't the end of the war, but it certainly signaled a major
triumph for the Jewish People in the first war for religious freedom. The victory was celebrated for
eight days, its highpoint being the rededication of the Temple (CHANUKKAT HABAYIT), hence the
name of the Festival, Chanukka.
Like in days of old so today, the contest over Brit Mila in Europe is not an issue of democratic
principles. The controversy goes much deeper than that. Jewry will not survive anywhere where
Brit Mila is not allowed. Jews are fighting for their right to be able to reside in European countries.
The issue is clear: Wherever they don't allow Brit Mila they don't want Jews. If Brit Mila will be
declared illegal -- despite medical evidence proving its advantages -- Jews will have to make a
choice: either migrate or assimilate.
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As the saying goes: "Plus ça change, plus c’est la meme chose", the more it seems to change, the
more it is the same thing. Friends, they don't like us in Europe. They don't like us in Australia. You
may think there is a continent where they like us, or at least tolerate us. I hope you are right.
Ultimately, however, we seem to be replaying the story of Chanukka in our generation. The few-like a small island-- facing the many -- the stormy sea wishing to swallow us up under whatever
pretext. Many generations back it was equality: Jews should be like all other people. Two
generations ago it was race: Jews were a racial menace to humanity. Now it is in the name of
defense of democracy; the democratic right of the newborn infant. I am concerned. I am worried
for the many who may not be strong enough, who will assimilate, who will be swallowed up.
As we light the candles this Chanukka let us reach out in our thoughts, our hearts, our souls to our
brethren who are beleaguered by subtle forms of anti-Semitism, such as elimination of Brit Mila
and of Shechita (ritual slaughtering). May they summon the strength of the generation of the
Maccabbees to stand up proudly for our glorious faith and valiant people -- recognizing that no
matter what our adversaries conspire against us, they will fail like their fore-runners did throughout
the ages, and our people shall continue triumphantly into a glorious future.
Hadassa and my family join me in extending Chag Chanukka Sameach to you, all your loved
ones and all the People of Israel in our beloved Homeland and everywhere.
Yours as always,
Rabbi Ervin Birnbaum
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From the President’s Desk:
Happy Chanukah to everyone! One of the things I have enjoyed about Israel is the reduction of the
Chanukah Holiday to its rightful proportion. In the United States, due to Christmas, Chanukah
became the substitute in many Jewish homes. The decorations, lights, etc. were way over the top.
"Chanukah Bushes" became standard in many Jewish homes. Last year, Suzanne and I were
driving somewhere in Israel and all of a sudden we remembered it was December 25 th!
I heard many positive comments about our High Holiday Services. Aiton, Liel, Rabbi Birnbaum ,
and too many others to mention did a wonderful job. The commemoration of the 40th anniversary
of the Yom Kippur War was so moving. Batya Fonda's rendition of "Let It Be" left no dry eyes in
the sanctuary. Being on the bima gives one a unique perspective. The looks on the faces of the
people as they approached the open ark towards the end of Yom Kippur can not be expressed in
words. Having people blowing their shofars together at the very end was so special: Next year, I
hope we will have many more participants with their shofarot. The response to the Yom Kippur
Pledge was appreciated by the congregation. If you have not pledged or paid your pledge, please
do so.
Rabbi Birnbaum and Morrie Kaporovsky put together a wonderful concert during the intermediary
days of Sukkot. The use of our sanctuary was a beautiful physical venue. The mechanical curtains
on the Bima gave a classy, respectful background. Thanks goes to the Canadian group whose
generous donation made this possible.
We need to increase our income and membership. One idea is to offer to Israeli families that are
financially unable to have a Bar Mitzvah the opportunity on Monday or Thursday, at our sanctuary,
to have their child called to the Torah. We would offer their children the tutoring needed to
understand the reason for the service and the prayers involved. We would also provide, after the
ceremony, a "pizza" party. We could also offer an unedited video of the ceremony. The idea is to
attract potential new members. If you know of eligible families that have need of this outreach
program, please let us know.
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The other way in which you can help us is with the funding for this project. Our thought is to have a
"twinning program" similar to the one used during the issues in the former Soviet Union in the
1990s. By our synagogue contacting Conservative/ Masorti synagogues in the United States and
Canada, we would have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah person in the other countries "twin" with one of our
needy, individuals. Most synagogues, in the United States have a "Thirteen Mitzvot" Program. The
Bar or Bat Mitzvah person has to do 13 acceptable mitzvot , before their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. We
could determine the cost and get help from families in the USA and Canada. The individuals
would know the name of the “twin” in Netanya. They can use the Internet to communicate with
each other. We also could offer, as part of the "Twinning”, a membership in our synagogue for
$25.00 per USA or Canadian family. This would give them access to our synagogue all year. If
they come to Israel, we could give them a Kabbalat Shabbat experience. We would also offer to
become members of their synagogue for $25.00. That way, it is a "win-win" for everyone. We
might pay $2500 but if they have 300 families, we receive $7500. If you know of any shuls outside
Israel that might be possible candidates for twinning, please let me know. We can then devise a
presentation for the synagogues. I already am working on my former synagogue. If anyone has
other ideas, let us know. Membership continues to be the key to our future.
May the lights of your Channukia shine brightly in your hearts all year. Be well.
Howie Goodman, President
משולחנו של הנשיא :
חג אורים שמחה לכולם ! אחד הדברים שמשמח אותי בישראל הוא ההפחתה שלחג החנוכה יש את הפרופורציה הראוי לו.
בארצות הברית ,בשל חג המולד ,חג החנוכה הפכה לתחליף בבתים יהודים רבים .את הקישוטים ,האורות ואפילו "שיחי חנוכה"
הפכו לסטנדרט בבתים יהודים רבים .לאומת זאת ,בשנה שעברה ,סוזן ואני נסענו באיזה מקום בארץ ובפתאום נזכרנו שזה היה
דצמבר ! 52
שמעתי הרבה תגובות חיוביות על תפילות הימים הנוראים אצלינו .איתן ,ליאל ,הרב בירנבאום ,וגם רבים אחרים עשו עבודה
נפלאה  .האזכרה למלאת  04שנה למלחמת יום הכיפורים הייתה כל כך מרגשת .הביצוע של בתיה פונדה של השיר "לו יהי" לא
השאיר עיניים יבשות .להיות על הבימה נותן נקודת מבט ייחודית .המבט על פניהם של האנשים כאשר שהם התקרבו לארון
הקודש הפתוח לקראת סוף יום כיפור לא ניתן לבטא במילים .תקיעת השופר ביחד ממש בסוף היה כל כך מיוחד  :בשנה הבאה,
אני מקווה שאהיו לנו הרבה יותר משתתפים עם השופרות שלהם .התגובה למגביט יום הכיפורים הייתה מוערכת על ידיהקהל .
אם לא שילתם כבר ,אנא עשו זאת בהקדם האפשרי.
הרב בירנבאום ומורי קפורובסקי ארגנו קונצרט נפלא לחול מועד סוכות .השימוש באולם בית הכנסת נתנו רקע קלאסי .תודה
בקרב לב לקבוצה הקנדית שהתרומה נדיבה שאפשרה את שידרוג האולם.
אנחנו צריכים להגדיל את ההכנסה ואת מספר החברים שלנו .רעיון אחד הוא להציע למשפחות ישראליות מעוטי יכולת את
ההזדמנות לארוך בר/בת מצווה אצלינו ביום שני או ביום חמישי .ברצוננו להציע לילדיהם את השיעורים הדרושים כדי להבין את
משמאות הטקס .אנחנו גם נערוך ,אחרי הטקס ,מסיבת "פיצה" .אנחנו יכולים גם להציע וידאו של הטכס .הרעיון הוא למשוך
חברים פוטנציאליים חדשים .אם אתה מקיר משפחות זכאיות שיש להם צורך בתכנית סיוע זו ,אנא יידעו אותנו.
דרך אחרת שבה אתם יכולים לעזור לנו היא עם המימון לפרויקט זה .המחשבה שלנו היא שתהיה "תכנית תאומות " בדומה לזו
שפעלה בבברית המועצות לשעבר בשנות ה .09-בבית הכנסת שלנו ליצור קשר עם בתי כנסת קונסרבטיביות  /מסורתיות
בארצות הברית ובקנדה . ,אנחנו יכולים לקבוע את העלות ולקבל עזרה ממשפחות בארה"ב ובקנדה .לכל בן או בת בתוכנית
שלנו יהיה "תאום" בארה"ב או קנדה ,והם יכולים לתקשר ביניהם.
כמו כן ,אנו יכולים להציע  ,כחלק מ"התאומות" ,חבירות בבית הכנסת שלנו עבור ,למשל $ 52.44 ,למשפחה אמריקאית או
קנדית .זה ייתן להם קשר עם בית הכנסת שלנו .אם ידוע לכם על בתי כנסת מחוץ לישראל שעשוי להיות מועמדים אפשריים
לברית תאומות ,אנא יידע אותנו .אני כבר עובד על בית הכנסת שלי לשעבר .אם למישהו יש רעיונות אחרים ,נא לידע אותנו.
הנושא של חברות ממשיכה להיות המפתח לעתיד שלנו.
בברכת חג אורים שמח!
האווי גודמן ,נשיא בית ישראל
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GENERAL FUND
Donated By:
Anonymous
Ya’acov & Esther Arieli
Shoshana & Tony Bellen
Galina Faradjeva
Yehudit Gero
Michele Herman
Sidney & Bella Itzkowitz

Donation in honor of/Card sent to

Nachum Karpilevich
Steven & Andrew Kessler
Claudja Khenkin
Arnold Kostiner
Linda Rossman
Alan & Marsha Stein

In honor of Bet Israel
In honor of Bet Israel
To all our friends at Bet Israel
My children’s health
In honor of Bet Israel
Shana Tova to everyone
Mazal Tov to Millie & Morrie Kaporovsky on birth of great-grandson,
Lavi Eitan Parush
In honor of Bet Israel
Rosh Hashana donation
In honor of my daughter, Shoshana’s, birthday
In honor of the birth of Millie & Morrie Kaporovsky’s great-grandson,
Lavi Eitan Parush
With thanks to the congregation for a lovely welcome
Shana tova to one and all

Moshe Alliel
Liora Bernstein
Jan Gaines
Suzanne & Dick Kahn
Harriet Kessler
Ida Lederman & Davi Bogomoletz
Ruth Resnick
Lyuba Shteinbok
Joan White

YAHRZEIT
In memory of his wife, Frima
In memory of her father, Abraham Benson
In memory of her son, Gregg Goldstein
In memory of mother, Mollie Kirschner, and Isaac Kaplan
In memory of Betty Kessler
In memory of Leib & Rachel Bogomoletz and Ida Litman
In memory of husband, Sam
In memory of her husband, Boris ben Nachum
In memory of Helen Kornbluth

Aliyot
Avraham ben Ephraim
Special Donation
Batya Fonda – for being honored as “Kallat Bereshit”
Herring Fund
Sid & Nancy Kronenberg
Bernard Burg & Mo Harvey
Morrie & Lenore Levin
Ruth Resnick
Morrie & Mille Kaporovsky
Alan & Marsha Stein

Harriet Kessler
Jacky & David Altman
Brian & Bernadine Nathan
Dr. David & Patrice Tobolowsky
The Russian-speaking members (group)
Sidney & Bella Itzkowitz
Plaques

Batya Fonda, in memory of her father, Victor Fonda
Yom Kippur Pledge
Leslie Alexander
Harvey & Sara Bordowitz
Bernard Burg, Mo Harvey and Dr. Paul Burg
Batya Fonda
Howie & Suzanne Goodman
Morrie & Millie Kaporovsky
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David & Jacky Altman
Marian Burck
Mel & Shifra Davis
Jan Gaines
Burt & Rita Green
Harriet Kessler

Yom Kippur Pledge (cont.)
Aaron & Irit Krieser
Rachel Krupnik-Holman
Lucille Levin
Miriam Liptscher
Carmel Miller
Reuven & Malka Pinsly
Lillian Rosenthal
Misha Rozenvasser
Avraham & Benny Selezki
Allan & Lucy Tobias
Lyuba Steinbok
Broyna Antikol
Galya Farachova
Michael Kosover
Ludmilla Zeidev
Faina Popov
Moshe & Sara Ben-Ze’ev
Aharon & Ruth Schwager
Ya’acov & Esther Arieli
Shoshanna & Tony Bellen
Yehudit Gero
Reuven & Rina Maydenuk

Sidney & Nancy Kronenberg
Morrie & Lenore Levin
Joyce Levisohn
Baruch & Edith Maor
Yoram & Freida ben Osher
Ruth Resnick
Sally Ross
Gloria Scott
Dr. Don & Myrna Silverberg
Russian-speaker’s group donation
Malvina Burstein
Ida Chayit
Musya Misonjik
Alexandra Zurachova
Nina Slavin
Avraham Nathanson
Yaffa Zimanaite
Nachum Krapilevich
Richard, Violet and Paul Zeitlin
Aharon Musikant
Amnon Snir

A Chanukiyya for Bet Israel
You will, of course, recognize the chanukiyya pictured here: It
graces one of the niches in our sanctuary. If you ever wondered
whose hand carved it, and also the two wooden tablets in the
sanctuary, and the mezuzah on the wall in the Dobkin Hall where
we enjoy our kiddushim, allow me to introduce you to the artist,
who, though he is no longer with us in body, is totally among us in
spirit. His name is David Alazari Lazarus. Here is a snapshot of
him in 1984 when he visited our synagogue (which was then in
Kikar Ha’azmaut, where Shearim Netanya is now).
I was both fascinated and deeply moved by the artistry of the wood
carvings and intrigued: What impelled him, from where did he draw his
inspiration? I contacted his daughter, Judy, and she kindly sent me
pictures and more. Here are David’s own words:
“Painting a religious concept in the abstractions of Judaism forces
the artist to synthesize the things he feels about his total religious
environment: His emotions, his spirituality, his intellect. The artist
can help make himself, and then others, aware of God, even
though we cannot comprehend God.
We know what electricity DOES, even though we don’t know what
it IS.
Moses asked to see God. God told him to hide himself in a cleft in
the rock and God would pass by him. Moses would then see where
God had been – the “works” of God.
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The artist is lead beyond the physical realities of the Universe to explore what these
realities mean to the human heart and soul. How can we reconcile our increasing
awareness of God with how we must respond to that God, through the privileges and
obligations that our Judaism bestows upon us?
The artist can move us simultaneously in two directions: Outward, in an infinite reaching for
more sensitivity and awareness of God, and inwards for greater sensitivity and awareness
of our own hearts and minds and souls.”
- Sara Bordowitz

POPE - GERI INSURANCE





C A R P O L I C I E S
(E n g l i s h s u m m a r y )
H O U S E P O L I C I E S (E n g l i s h s u m m a r y )
B U S I N E S S / L I F E / H E A L T H P O L I C I E S

LEADING INSURANCE BROKERS
SERVING THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY
FOR QUOTATIONS COUNTRYWIDE CALL

12 Kikar HaAtzmaut POB 2284 Netanya 42122
Tel:

09 - 862 48 24

Fax:

09 - 862 48 26

Email: insurance@pope-geri.co.il

Motzaei Shabbat, 28 December, 2013
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A Joint Bet Israel-Shearim Concert
at Bet Israel
19, Yehuda Hanassi Street, Netanya
Celebrating the anniversary of the 200th birthday of one of
the greatest composers of all time.
Don’t miss this wonderful evening filled with the sublime
music of Giuseppe Verdi

YEFFET YOSSI
Jewelry, Goldsmith, Repairs
We buy all old
Jewelry, including
gold and diamonds

Stone settings for
all sizes

We modernize and
remodel jewelry
with new settings.

Gold Jewelry

4431 5 HERZL STREET,
NETANYA (near Bank Leumi)

 09-861

Many years experience in the
Netanya area
Apartments/Houses/Condos/Commercial
Rental/Sale/Purchase/Property Management

Going the extra mile so you don't have to!

YOCHANAN NALKIN

(Reg:13055)

Real Estate Agent
Phone and fax: 0 9 - 8 6 2 5 8 3 4
Mobile phone: 0 5 4 - 4 6 4 1 7 5 2
E-mail: yochanan.nalkin@gmail.com
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